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This book Is sent to Lara -

with love from the actors

who took part in the play,

Massacre at Civitella,

September 2002

Massacre at Civitella

A play by David Waters, based on the true
account by Lara Lucarelli, about the events
on and around 29 june 1944 in Civitella,

Arrezzo, Italy.

The play was directed by Danny Waters

for Masquerade Creative Theatre Company,
and presented in September 2002 at

The Mick |agger Centre, Dartford, Kent

England.
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My Cenr Lors

Yo will see frorm these rmessages that your
story has tooched the hearns of all of our
actors « and In doing so, the hearts af all their
friends and families — as weil as our sudiences.
Mary, muany thanks for giviog thwe play your
bBlessing. and for Delng such an inspiretion

o s ol

™Much love,

Davwich

My) Dewv Lana

Yon will see o Meae momages that Yowv
Shviy Iy fouced e heavks of aAl o
AO\'WS—W M AA)M;\QY\‘),M heavts of atl
thew fumds and famdens — an weld an
Wy am dhemen .

Mamvy , mamy) Yanks fov g wiey e plam
Yowy blemunsy , amd fiv bevinsy Sich am
mspw Ahwn 4o wo Al

Much Wve,

Ay, -
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Damnmny Waters
I2fresctoar of thes play
aler/

e Coerrtrraary e fflcenr

Bringing your story to life and putting it on stage has beoonmn an extremely resvwarcing
@exporience faor mysellfl amnd all those invoalved., PMaating yvou mod visiting Clvitella early in
the yvenr gave me the drive and determination to put the plece toagether amnd rmacde mae
rwalixe how mportant It was to tell your tragic stoary. In iy ‘surmirming up' speech at the
drass rabhearsal | tolad the cast that your stary vwas like shining o tarch imnte the darkost
carnars of hurmanity — that the audience waould be taken on a tragic, Grmoational jourrney,
But would eventually armerue into lght, | tald therm that surely the polnt of your story
IZ that in thme, nothihngg s anbearable ancd that In tirme, maybe nathing 5. And 5 vwe carn

all acknowledge that fact, then it offers hiurmanity e glirmrmer, 1f not o firework display,

of hoape.
Thank yvou for allowing us to tell your story and Ffor lattingg us, in our owvwn way, ey
trilsute tes mll the loxt souls of Civitells,

Bost wishes to you mnc all your farmily,

Take care — Danny

Déav Lava.

Bringing your stovy 1 Ufe and putting it on stage has been on
extremly rewarding experience for myself and aid Ahose inveled.
Meeking you snd visiking Civitells eavyinthne Year gawe mathe
drive and determination to put the piece together and made me
(ealise how impavtant it was totell youy ragic story fn my
Sunaming up' speech abtne dress (eheavsal | fald the cast that
youy stovy was ke shining 3 fovdh into e davkest covners of
humanity - that fhe audience wawd be Takentn a fragic,
emofional joumney Put would eventually emerge nte Ught.

| tald Anem sk surely The paint o your stovy 1s thak mntime,,
Rabhing 1s unbearable 3nd tat In ime maybe netinivg is. And €
we all can atknowledge that fack tven Tt offevs umanity

limimey i net a firewarke display of hope.

Thankyou {ovaliowing wsto feM yow story and fov \etting
Us, W ouv ouwn way, pay thbute @ ay the lost souls of CnvitIAS .

Best withes &0 yuw avd au Youy family.

take care— Danny .
( Dy (QW) ;

)
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Nobody understood such
exhibitionism; waving his arms
about against the background
of the bonfire flames, he
seemed almost to foretell a
disaster. What he could never
have anticipated, was his

own death.

Danny Waters as ‘'Caloni® — the man who seemed
to have a premonition of the tragedy
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Jilt Waters
Projections

1 was involved in making things to dress the set. Most were fairly simple to make, except for
the huge size of everything on our small dining table. | was particularly proud of the Gerrman
bBanners, We did laugh abaut the look of our aprons and masks for the Garman saoldiers,

bt once they were dyed Dlack and worn over the unifarms they became veaery sinister,

| found waorking on the play extramely moving. Evaen in rehearsal it brought many tears,

I think wea all felt that it had Drought us very close to you, avan those who have nat met you,
We had two people from the audlence get out of their seats at the end of the play, and walk

up to the candles, bow their heads and say a prayer for all those who died. The rest of us
did the same, although perhaps not 5o openly.

My job on the night was to operate the computer for the projected graphics. Some were
very powerful moving mages which, when played with the music became even more so.

Hoping to visit you again at Malfiano before too long We really enjoyed our stay earler
this year. Much love,

Jill (David’'s wile)

Deaf bowa,
| was nudved makung things To diress the set, Most were
?01(\3 %\{T\?\Q "0 mm‘ QXC.QPt ‘eOY ’W\Q \'\u%@ s|ze OF euut')“\(‘\g
on rur smalk dining talsle. | woes parfiadariy prowd of Hne
Grexroan banners. We did \augih doout the ook of suc aprons
and Mmasks focthe German sé\diecs, bt onca they were
dyed black and wen e e uniforms thoy became
vexy sinis\ec. -
y Lound working o tha p\m:) edremely moving. Even in
&?eafsa\.'\b ’c::%\/\s\\t many Teass. | fuink we sk felb thak
e had syought us vecy close o vpu, even+hose usho
howe NoT mekl uoew. . ‘
we had Awo people from The andience. get ouf of theie seals
ok he end and wolk up 1o the candles, bows their haods
ond soy o prayer for alk those who died. The rest o?\us
I'm sure did the sorne although Perhags nok so open ﬁ\“-?a
My {do on the night was © operaYe ¥he eonnpulesr for
projednd opaphics. Seme. Wefe Vel fowerful moving
imaags wiich, wihex ploned with_the rausic becarme
euen meoYe SOo- ' |
We Yeal\wy er\y\\s)o.d OUS SYauy caciqec Hus veal'.
Mudn \ove
JUA (Dovds wife!D
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Fleleswy EDerangrene
Linter ITevgzirien

[Derar Laras,

The story of yvour past taouched thhe hearcs of
@l those that vwere Imnvalvoa im caur play, anmd
Lhosae wihno carme o mee it

I rly had a srmall pact in the play, ut rony
INnvalvermernt vwos rmaacde avarr rmoce soacial havins
et you amna your family — sl thanmk you once
aggaim far your swoanmaderful hospitalicy .

There |5 mo adoulst thmt youar stary was hacrd to
texll, Iut Doavicd ‘s vweitings sarmcd the daedicatiaon,
cormpassian anad ermaticon frarm the actors are
aspoects of thhe procduactian Trvm [suarae o woualad
have beaen proucd af,

WiIith Llots of lowve frarm

Halam

l.
‘,

Tear Lava,
The Stovy of yowr pASt foucked fve neauwts of alk

BNCSe, WIKLRE IMUTIRed. 1 U PIAY, uad tA0Se who
cawe o see 'tk

T LY

[ oW had 2 SMZUL Pat i tne play buk WY
NUTIVEMEME Was wvacle evemn Wate special Wavivg
ek JoW AMA yoms FANMUY - 2andh TauicyoU anel
ALAIV for yowr wondexrful Waapitaiky .

TRz 1S O douwlpt Wk Uowr sty wiad el to tel,
bk Darids wtivg aunmd.tAe cto.ohcarmi ccvgtp&ss\cu
AUk emoion Row W ACKTYE 20 ASRAKR o ¢ e
PAOTMCHIE T 20E U Wondd be praval of

Witia |61 of Love O

XK
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Theresa Waters
Lighting

Dear Lara

Thank you for sharing your story with us - it was a pleasure to
watch the story and the show unfold and come together.

Danny and Dad (David!) created a show that was a pleasure and
an experience to watch. The set design, music, lighting, props and
special effects were all stunning to watch and brought warmth,
atmosphere and emotion to what was otherwise a cold empty
theatre!

As the lighting operator for the show | was one of only two club
members who actually witnessed the end product and [ am sure,
had you been there to watch, you would have been very proud. |

cannot describe how it felt each night to watch the audience (after
the play had finished) as they sat in silence, motionless - it was
truly remarkable!

Your story has touched our hearts and the audiences and it
reduced many of them (including me (several times!)) to tears. You
have taught us a very valuable message in life; that is, no matter
how bad we think life is, there is, and can always be, hope.
Thanks again, also, for your hospitality earlier this year!

I hope you are well.

With much love

hore Nkers,
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Fhhat vicolersace., T ho=se< tTae amr=s.
W hFysat irmyascdecguaanc .

M hFese rmmrmecaoaoccerat=s «ooF CinitelLLan.

I Earwes Easrvalkie. | &Eaav vy e v e

AR NI an A teanmrteary enmm Lanves Lanrvasrvaslcsra b
Fes TH e coagreniririsr moeesries <> thies g>lass
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Chwmrrmrrmm Artertaon
Lara

To Lara,

Playing yvou has certainly been the most challenging role | have faced as an
actress! | felt that | necded to do you jJustice and | hope that | dicd!
Reading your story moved me incredibly and | hope that you are pleased

that at least four hundred Mmore people, NOw KNow your story; it has certainly
Not beaen forgotten and will live on, in all that now know it's minds ftorever.
Afrter the first perforrmance, when my mother and sister came to saea theae play,
they both saild, simultanceously: “"You are just like how you plaved Larca,

in real life!”. | presume they meant the passionate, dramatic side, with a goal
In life. | don't think that my character would ever be as brilllant as yours!
Thank you for compelling David Waters to write such an excellent play,

It has given me the chance to work with some armaz ing people, and more
Importantly, to play Lara Lammiloni, a true hercoine!t

WWIEth much love, and best wishes,

CC@armirma Artartan

g i aemwmndmmfw m;*
m.a WWW

T oL gﬁaﬁ they WAW,AWM
;v'mwﬂmml\wt’mmeo" Loo i neal Lije ";’
. ,,‘ araionocte , Fropmectic Able. wth
Nm Mﬁm wg,ovwmmuw

5 o tue henoving !

Wdlmwkﬂdwz and best urohan,

oq,mam (atnaws who pleed Lang fommionin)
X
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iy worlcad was to be brokem
amdad tramipled over im succh
a cruel wayy — Mmoot ruimnimnss
Yy rmiermiories, bhbut thhe
OoOpPpProsite:; Nnooreasins thhe
delishts armnd lomginmnss whicach
I had im childhood.

Swsan Chawvartorn as Laca Luacarelld,
Thie rmamrratar of tha staorss

11
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Susan Cheverton
Ol Lara

Lara,

My name is Susan and | was chosen to narrate

your story. | hope that | can convey to the audience
some of the courage and compassion that you have.
| cannot fully appreciate what you, your

family and friends went through. You have left me
with such deep emotional feelings that | will never
forget you and your story and will make sure that it
will never be forgotten — although | have never

met you personally, it has been a great haonour to

be the one that gave voice to your words. You will

always have a very special place in my heart.

\_,/ C:'\‘(__c« “—\\"_\ ch.._x,/ L\S(")'(Q ==
\60\“\ \/\,' A R ACJ\_A.V)C«.»Q—— \\ O\o‘\_Q - A
":’,(_2(‘(¢ = k‘ \f')\ X 2 o~ R | T e -’-lc

—~ [
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My Papa used to show
me the moon. He showvwwed
mie how it would grow
and grow — until it filled
the little window. You see
Dante, for some things

you just have to wait.

Alan Cark as Dants woith Cemrma Arsterton as Lara
n =2 scene showing their specal -elatiorship

13
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Alan Clark
LA e

I ?wwa had/ great plmwe/ i brmgu\gf-
ather “lmdotobfw cfovdyﬁwwsiwrt
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Dawn Wood
Arryrricia

Dear Lara,

As | write this, we have now performed Massacre at Civitelia to a live
audience, and | can tell you that from their reactions, and commements and
questions, they have truly lived through & little of what you went through
A roller-coaster tide of emotion”™ — one person described the jourmey we
took themm on. Pecpis were crynmg in the audience and looked exhausted st
the end, as we were we all, although a beautiful ribute was paid to you
and your family in the finel scen=_

You are an incredibly brave lady and | hope that by bringing yvour tragedy
to life we may have brought a littlie peace to you.

I have had the honour of playing the part of Arrnida, your Mother, and | feel
| kevow you already. It has been a very difficult thing to do, for we have all
feit that this must be performed with sincerity, to truly tell your story.

| hope | have ivecd up O that

Caoad bless you and your farmily.

Dawm Wood

Teax NV

Fs | write 1;{,‘,‘:5} we lhaxe viowd fo—.wd Mossocre ot Guitella
o o e owdizne , B Leant f:eblj)?:u Hat ﬁmwthdrcfeoc&mxs‘a
covaraets 3 questions they liove - wly Liased abha(xbﬂeaf
ww:jumﬁm I #«m(levcoqsternd,e gvaction e
sz« deseriiod. the O‘Wmfj we teol thew gn. aﬂ:{e wewe
oajwc)wt the owdicue o looled. exliousted ot +ae evt:l, a5 Wexe we

ok, a%avgh o \eemc‘ﬂful tlovte s }:nu& f‘o\jcm JMJ%//WB

\/mmreom Mcm:h bvawe 1-3 { b
WWB’U?RQ m@hwee O\ﬁ Ltk s mﬂgjm
[ lhowe ‘/M’t:ﬁfe\/mmm

f g&wfr"f»bwwoh

‘ww <b L L kingwo Cii

W\df f& wujz& ai'i'bwswd. R‘F};{&vg@i&
M‘éﬁéwcm’éb\j;tbffw wﬁ“"’a“"j Vﬂn“’mue fothaf,
Grod He&syu. &c'le—o.m,«

rh?\meﬂ.\/wzxk
Sl e
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David Banfield
Luigi

Lara

| have been involved in the theatre for over twenty years
and found playing the part of Luigi the most difficult,

to both rehearse and perform. The fact that it is a true,
harrowing story meant that for most rehearsals, | struggled
to keep from getting depressed.

During the week of production, it took several hours after
the performance to bring myself back up mentally.

It wasn’t until the last few nights that | came realise that
this was not just a story of the horror of the events, but

it was one of hope — you have lived through and after this
dreadful experience. This is a lesson to us all.

Kindest regards,

David Banfield

16
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I camnmnmot tell yvou wihat

I domt lkmoww. Shhoot e
if yvou Mmust, it rMmake Mo
difference — mobody inm
Civitella kmows thhe rmanm.

Keimaer waoaiss es!

Eaansied Brantiolad mm Ludgl, beinp cquestiorec
M Chemrrriaenry smealadienr, palasyead By Factin Catsle,
st thies shesestiviggs ot Chwe ks

17



Lara Lammioni: Memoria di un massacro - Dramma teatrale

v TR TR T N T T AN T v

Gerry Willson
Assunta

My dear dear Lara,

I have never had the pleasure of meeting you,

but | feel | know you. Taking part in this play David
has written, based on your experiences as a young
Zirl has caused me to be forever grateful for the
people | have around me — my husband, my three
children, extended farmily and good friends.

You are an inspiration Lara, and you and your
family will be forever in my thoughts,

Yours,

derry

St 62002
Gewn Wulsom - P=auuwstr

H& Oleaw dea/ Love .

I hoave asev haod Nk p\@asmre of-

Meetns Uou ., but 9 feet 9 Rnow
You. QZP\Q povk in Yuls play
Dond has wnttue basSecdd on Yous
&Pﬂ@\/\(u as A You gy gl;l/(- hac
Couivd wme 4o be Howwsr Quadetud
fou e pecple 9 have avowal e
My Wusloend iy B ehdlave exctencied
family aud good fends

You av- A Lns(c‘:/a:hom Lava. awcl
yon and you fomily wdd e
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Martin Cable
ia M pit )

Lara

When Dave first shared your story with us, | was
not sure If we would be able to do it justice.

But as we read It and re-read it, and came to know
vou, and Civitella, better over the last six rmonths,
we wanted to try anywsay.

Wea could never re-create the full horror of what
you and your family suffered, but from the
reaction of the audisnces, | think we've given them
an idea of It, and none of tharm will evar forget

the tragedy of Civitella, or the strength of those
of you who survived. .

Thankyou for letting us share your stary.

With love and best wishes,

Mprtln'c.b'h .
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Jitl White
Marietta

Lara

Although we are strangers to you, | feel that you
are in no way a stranger to uUs.

Your inspirational words have helped us to attermpt
that, no matter how we feal about problems we
may have in aur ewn lives, your endurance is living

proof that we can overcome them.

My best wishes to you, your family. your friends,
and Civitella,

Jill White
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| wanted to know what
had happened. Wanted
to see their dead bodies.
See how they died.
What they looked like.

Martin Cable, Stuart Harrington, Danny Waters
and Mark Carleton, the start of the trouble at the
Village Club

21
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Len Wooding
Garrett

To experience such terror, heartache and
is a remarkable testimony to your faith and

strength of character.
'You are an example to s all, and one we should
all strive to follow.

Len
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David Waoaod

Don Alcide Lazermri

Dear Lara,

My name is David Wood and | played your Priest
in David's story of your incredible experience at
the end of the war,

David and Danny have produced a remarkable
play that caused a tremendous reaction in the
audience, and | hope with that reaction — and the
rest of the cast's efforts 1o put over your story

It will not be forgotten. Such atrocities must not
be forgotten, and | hope In aur small way we

will ensure It will not.

David

et &Nn, |
'\A)\-»)W'w%\\-\w%

W vt
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i & Ve andiuce , avd M Mg LA
P, b pd eear yons Aoy, A wdd
o %oe gt . Dl B sk uX
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He made me understand
that | should keep my watch
hidden from the others.

Such a small humane gesture
was some comfort to me.
This junior officer helped

me in a more dramatic way

later on.

Cemma Arterton as Lara and Pat Murphy as the
Georman Officer who showed sarme kindriesss
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Dark eyed Eliza. Like a
frightened rabbit. | can
hear what you're thinking.
What am | doing here?

In your country.

CGermuma Arterton as Lara and Mark Carleton

as ‘Tammy’ an English soldler

25
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And then one day, it snowed, and
snowed again — covering all that was
black and burnt and dead. | went
outside and stood in the village, in
the centre, by the fountain — and all
| could see was white. All white —
surrounded, protected, sheltered by
white. White and clean. | stood quite
alone, desperately still, at peace.
And finally | imagined what silence
looked like. | am awake. More awake

than I've ever been, or ever will be.

the long shadow of those
horrors has often darkened
my happiness, and conditioned
th.e whole of my existence

lara lucarelli

26
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Thepresuction toam Massacre at Civitella

back row left to right:

Helen Draper Livia Magina

Gerry Willson Assunta Larnmioni

Susan Cheverton  Lara Lucarelli

Dawn Wood Armida Lammioni

Jan Martin Elena Caccialupi

Gemma Arterton  Lara Lammioni

Stuart Harrington Sgt Clewlow/German Se ptem ber 2002
Mark Carleton Tommy/German

Nick Reeves Stage Crew/Sound

middle row left to right:

Jill White Marietta

Danny Waters Caloni/German Officer

Pat Murphy Bista/German Officer Masquerade
Martin Cable German Officer .

Tom Packman Sandro/Ron David Waters
Dave Draper Stage Crew .

David Banfield Luigi Lammioni Dale Villa

front row left to right: Dale Road
David Wood Don Alcide Lazerri

Len Wooding Alberto/Garrett Southfleet
Theresa Waters Stage Crew/Lighting

David Waters Author/Producer Kent DA13 9NX
Jill Waters Set dressing/Projections

Alan Clark Dante Lammioni

Simon Parker Stage Crew England
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